Statement of Condemnation and Call for Legal Action to Preserve the Independence of
Judiciary

We the undersigned, all members of the legal fraternity who have devoted their lives to the legal
profession, are moved to issue the following statement to express our unwavering commitment
and whole hearted support to the principles of rule of law, independence of judiciary and access
to justice, in view of the deeply troubling events narrated in the unprecedented letter dated
March 25, 2024 (“IHC Letter”) written by six Judges of the Islamabad High Court, whose words
must be accorded the highest sanctity and respect.

We endorse the resolutions passed by the Islamabad High Court Bar Association, the
Islamabad Bar Association, the Sindh High Court Bar Association, the Pakistan Bar Council, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council and the Balochistan Bar Council to the extent that they
resolve to uphold the principle of independence of judiciary, express solidarity with the six
Judges of the Islamabad High Court, commend their courageous action and demand
appropriate action to uphold such principles.

We unequivocally condemn the events narrated in paragraph 6 of the IHC Letter and express
our deep concern with respect thereto. Considering that this narration has been endorsed by six
Judges of a Constitutional Court the same cannot be disregarded. The said narration clearly
discloses criminal intimidation, torture, and illegal surveillance of the Judges and their family
members by operatives of intelligence agencies who report to the executive.

It is also worth remembering that this is not the first instance allegations of such nature have
been raised as it is all too fresh in our memory that Justice (r) Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui of the
Islamabad High Court raised similar allegations and was consequently, unceremoniously
removed from office, without following due process. The allegations leveled by the aforesaid are
also yet to be proven or disproven through an impartial inquiry into the matter as requested by
him.

While the principle of independence of judiciary has long been recognized as a salient and
fundamental feature of our constitution, the words of a 10 member bench of the Honorable
Supreme Court in the case of Justice Qazi Faez Isa and others vs. President of Pakistan
and others [PLD 2022 SC 119] are worth reiterating wherein it was held that “...the rule of law
and the independence of judiciary are conceptually interwoven: without an independent
judiciary, expecting the rule of law is a sheer farce. And the rule of law and the independence of
the judiciary are the only guarantee to the maintenance and preservation of a thriving
democracy...”

Only recently, it was opined by the Supreme Court in Reference No. 1 of 2011 as follows:



“There have been some cases in our judicial history that created a public perception that
either fear or favour deterred the performance of our duty to administer justice in
accordance with the law. We must, therefore, be willing to confront our past missteps
and fallibilities with humility, in the spirit of self-accountability, and as a testament to our
commitment to ensure that justice shall be served with unwavering integrity and fidelity
to the law. We cannot correct ourselves and progress in the right direction until we
acknowledge our past mistakes.”

The Opinion in the accountability reference is not merely a vindication of Mr. Zulfiqar Bhutto but
also an indictment of the historic role played by the judiciary in Pakistan and it is commendable
to the extent of the sober acknowledgement therein that public perception of judicial
independence has been prejudiced. Similarly, the judgment in the case of Shaukat Aziz
Siddiqui vs. Federation of Pakistan [C.P. No. 76 of 2018], vindicates the former Judge to the
extent of his removal. However, neither decision is able to provide justice to the victims. Indeed,
acknowledgement of past mistakes is a laudable first step, however it is now high time to move
from acknowledgments to concrete measures for course correction in real time. A failure to act
urgently and transparently in the matter may irreparably prejudice the public confidence in the
independence of judiciary which is the very fabric which holds the entire constitutional structure
together.

When judges, the last guardians standing between state excesses and the fundamental rights of
citizens, are systematically coerced and intimidated, the entire system of justice becomes a
sham and loses its credibility. Lawyers seeking justice for litigants before the courts do so with
the expectation that they will be heard by neutral, impartial and unbiased arbiters seeking to
dispense justice. If Judges are not free to dispense justice without fear, then the entire legal
system, including lawyers, cease to hold any value.

In view of the foregoing, we call upon the Pakistan Bar Council as well as all Bar Associations to
call a convention of lawyers across Pakistan on an urgent basis to decide on a collective course
of action to strengthen the independence of judiciary.

We further call upon the Supreme Court of Pakistan to take cognizance of the matter in its
jurisdiction under Article 184(3) of the Constitution as this issue eminently relates to public
interest and to the enforcement of fundamental rights. We emphasize that this matter should be
dealt with transparently and in the public eye as it is the public confidence in the independence
of judiciary which needs to be restored. In the interests of transparency and to ensure that the
matter may not be politicized, we call upon the Supreme Court of Pakistan to constitute a bench
comprising of all available judges to hear the matter and for the proceedings to be telecast live
for public consumption. It is further imperative that such proceedings are not limited in scope
and inquire into the veracity of the allegations leveled in the IHC Letter, as well as the
allegations leveled by Justice (r) Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui, that such proceedings affix
responsibility for any breach by the executive officials (if proven) and hold those responsible to
account to secure the independence of the judiciary and to restore public confidence in the
institution of judiciary.



We further note that from the press release issued by the Supreme Court of Pakistan, the
majority of the Full Court has only developed consensus that the Chief Justice of Pakistan may
hold a meeting with the Prime Minister of Pakistan and does not state that any such consensus
has been developed on constituting an Inquiry Commission under the Pakistan Commissions of
Inquiry Act, 2017 (“Act”). We express our deep dissatisfaction and dismay with this course of
action which in itself is the very antithesis of the principle of independence of judiciary.

Firstly, there is a glaringly obvious conflict of interest considering that it is the executive arm of
the state itself which has been accused through the IHC Letter while the proposed Inquiry
Commission will be appointed by the Federal Government itself in terms of Section 3 of the Act.
Such course evidently detracts from well-established judicial principles requiring proceedings to
be held before an impartial, unbiased and independent forum.

Secondly, the Inquiry Commission is required to hold the inquiry and perform its functions in
accordance with the Terms of Reference to be notified by the Federal Government itself.
Moreover, the time frame within which such inquiry is to be concluded and whether or not the
report of such an Inquiry Commission will be permitted to be made public is also within the
control of the Federal Government. In view of such powers conferred upon the Federal
Government, the Inquiry Commission, would be bereft of necessary independence and powers
to conduct a transparent, impartial and meaningful inquiry to restore the public confidence in the
independence of judiciary.

Accordingly, any inquiry into the matter undertaken under the purview of the Federal
Government violates the very principles that the inquiry seeks to protect and uphold. We note
that any such Inquiry Commission and its proceedings would be entirely wanting in credibility.

We further request that the Supreme Judicial Council in accordance with Article 209(8) of the
Constitution should lay down guidelines and the Supreme Court of Pakistan in coordination with
all respective High Courts should set up transparent institutional mechanisms so that any
attempt at undermining the independence of judiciary may be reported and dealt with effectively
and transparently, so that no one may cast any aspersions on the independence of the Judiciary
in the future.

Signed (Name/City/Bar):

Mian Sami ud-Din, Islamabad

Saqib Jillani, Lahore

Abdul Moiz Jaferii, Karachi

Salman Akram Raja, Lahore

Kazim Hasan, Karachi

Syed Qamar Hussain Sabzwari, Advocate SC Member Islamabad Bar Council
Mohammad Sajjid, Member Islamabad Bar Council

Mohammad Amin Magsi, Member Islamabad Bar Council
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Barrister Ahsan Jamal Pirzada, Islamabad
Anique Salman Malik, Islamabad

Adeel Wahid, Islamabad

Zainab Janjua, Islamabad

Salaar Khan, Islamabad

Mir Asfandyar Khan, Islamabad

Hadi Ali Chatta, Multan

Imaan Mazari Hazir, Islamabad

Ayesha T Haq, Barrister at Law, Karachi

Ghulam Asghar Pathan Joint Secretary SHBA Karachi.
Rukhsana Ahmad, Member Sindh High Court Bar Association

Munir Kakar ASC, Member PBC Quetta
Ali Raza Alvi Vice President,HCBA Muln

Imran Khakwani President District Bar Association Multan
Sardar ljaz Khan Gurmani, Member PBC, Kot Addu

Sardar Arif khan Gurmani, President DG Khan Bar

Ayoub Tareen Asc Member Balochistan Bar Council Quetta.

Rida Zulfigar, Islamabad

Ahmad Abdul Rehman, Lahore

Ali Uzair Bhandari, Lahore

Haniya Hasan, Islamabad

Syed Haider Hasan, Rawalpindi
Shahbaz Ali Khan Gurmani, Multan.
Muaaz Aslam, Lahore

Muhammad Mumtaz Baloch, Multan
Shoukat Hussain Rongha, Multan
Ch. Faheem Akbar, Multan

Almas Haider Sohail, Multan

Ruth Basheer, Multan

Farzana Rana, Multan

Barrister Sarwar Muzaffar Shah, Peshawar
Aziz Ahmad Khan, Multan

. Rana Orangzaib, Kot Addu
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Azhar Abbas Khan Gurmani, Multan
Mubashir Gurmani, Multan
Muddasir Gurmani, Multan

Azam Khan Mirani, Taunsa Sharif
Adnan Haider Randhawa, Islamabad
Mir Muhammad Khan Marri, Kohlu
Ahmed Khalid, Multan

Barrister Moiz Ahmed ASC, Karachi
Rehman Korai, Karachi, Sindh bar
Raheema Khan, Islamabad

Kashif Ali Raza Unar, Karachi.
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Muhammad Mutaal Azhar, Lahore

Syed Ali Ahmed Zaidi,Karachi

Syed Sami Azhar Gardezi, Multan

Abdul Qayyum Khan Ahmdani, Alipur
Mian Muhammad Nazar, Multan

Qazi Waseem Abbas, Alipur

Ali Hussain Dashti, Rahim Yar khan
Taimur Malik, Lahore/Multan

. Sarwat Fatma Bukhari, Muzaffargarh
Muhammad Siddique Buzdar, Taunsa Sharif
Sher jaan Buzdar, Multan

Nawabzada Shehbaz Khan, Muzaffargarh
Sardar Amanullah Khan Gurmani DIKhan
Fahim Akhtar Gill, Multan

Sharif Joiya, Islamabad

Raja Waheed Younis Satti, Islamabad
Saira Shabnam Khan, Multan

Muniba Anam Almani, Multan

. Asia Khan Malayzai, Multan

Inham kasi Adv Quetta

Malik Shoukat Ramzan, Khanewal
Muzamil Hasan Shah Bukahari, ASC, Multan
Babbar Ali Khan ASC

Sikandar Naeem Qazi, Islamabad

Syed Fakhar Abbas Hashmi, Mailsi
Hussain Hashmi, Multan

Aziz Adv Musakhail, Balochistan
Muhammad Mohsin Masood, Islamabad
Barrister Hammad Mazari, Lahore
Barrister Khalique Zaman, Islamabad
Malik Shafgat Hussain Thaheem, Multan
Omer Farooq, Islamabad

Ghani Kjilji Adv Quetta

Sumsoor khan kakar Adv Quetta

Jamil Ahmed Babai Asc Quetta

Najeeb Kakar Asc Quetta

Sana u llah Ababaki Asc Balochistan
Malik Abrar Mahdi, Multan

Abid Zour Balouch, Layyah

Sobia Noureen, Jhang

Syed Adnan Naqvi, Multan

Umer Khan Adv, Balochistan

Majeed Baloch Adv Turbat ketch

. Wahab Baloch Adv Hub Balochistan



97. Malak Wajid Kasi Adv Quetta

98. Shahnawaz Shani, Muzaffargarh

99. Salam Lehri Adv khuzdar Balochistan

100. Shaikh Azam Adv Zobe Balochistan

101. Ch Anwar Adv Sibi Balochistan.

102. Zubair Lashari Adv Dera Allah yar Balochistan
103. Muhammad Usman Sheikh, Lahore

104. Shah Fahad Wazir Islamabad

105. Aminah Masood Janjua, Islamabad

106. Malik Amanullah, Ex-president Rajanpur
107. Abbas Khan Niazi Multan

108. Sajid Mahmood Niazi, Multan

109. Abid Zour Balouch, Layyah

110.  Yasir Habib Gurmani, Finance Secretary, Layyah
111.  Hassan Abidi, Sindh High Court Bar

112. Moiz Ahmed, Sindh High Court Bar

113. Rehman Korai, Sindh High Court Bar
114. Junaid Bazai Adv Quetta

115. Danish Adv Chishma Quetta

116. Saadia Shaheen Gurmani, Kot Addu

117.  Tayyar Khan Gurmani, Jampur

118. Tanzeel Khan Gurmani, Dera Ghazi Khan
119.  Annayat Shah, Quetta

120. lltaf Khan Mitra, Peshawar

121.  Younis Khan Khattak, Ex-Gen Secretary Lakki Marwat
122. Rana Asif Saeed, Ex President HCBA, Multan
123. Salman Khurshid Haider, Rawalpindi

124. Waqgas Ahmed Sipra, Multan

125. Adnan Arshad, Multan

126. Malik Sohail, Multan

127. Hafiz Mumtaz Kherra, Multan

128. Rana Akbar Tabish, Multan

129. Hassan Khan Kolachi, Multan

130.  Amir Imam Qaisrani, Multan

131. Shiraz Ahmed Awan, Multan

132. Sagqib Sattar Niazi, Multan

133. Rauf Khan Niazi, Multan

134. Abdul Rehman Khan Khakwani, Multan
135. Musa Khan Khakwani, Multan

136. Hamza Khan, Khakwani, Multan

137. Hamid Khan Baloch, Multan

138. Hamza Shahid Lodhi, Multan

139. Imran Rashid Sulehri, Multan

140. Rifaqat Ali Lakhwera, Multan
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Majeed Khan, Multan

Hassan Khan, Multan

Imran Guijjar, Multan

Rana Wagqgar, Multan

Mirza Tehseen Baig, Multan
Rana Azhar, Multan

Ghulam Tahir Nabi, Multan
Adnan Shah Bukhari, Multan
Mazhar Hussain Dharala, Multan
Mehar Noor Malooka, Multan’
Aqgeel Yusuf Bhatti, Multan
Arsalan Dogar, Multan

Imran Dogar, Multan

Chaudhry Asif, Multan

Azizullah Khakwani, Multan
Chaudhry Khalil, Multan

ljaz Hyderi, Multan

Ishfaq Hussain Khokhar, Multan
Rauf Khan Malayzai, Multan
Sarfaraz Khan, Multan

Taugir Ahmed Meo, Multan
Sheikh Yasir Ansar, Multan
Imran Mehbood, Multan

Sheikh Umar Amin, Multan
Asfand Ansari, Multan

Fahd Qaisrani, Islamabad
Hasnain Shah, Multan

Rizwan Guijjar, Multan

Hijab Malik, Multan

Muneeba Baloch, Multan

Nadia Shabir, Multan

Hamza Azmat Khan, Peshawar
Altaf Khan Mitra, Peshawar
Inayat Shah, Quetta

Rehan Malik, Multan

Summaiya Mujtaba, Multan
Faraz Durrani, Multan

Asfand Mir, Lahore

Syeda Umme Laila Rizvi, Multan
Rana Mohammad Ramzan, Multan
Barrister Jawad Khalid Niazi, Islamabad
Khwaja Mohammad Jamshed Nazir, Multan
Yahya Assad Rana, Islamabad
Farzana Suleman, Multan
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Nadra Noor, Multan
Khalil Khan Sahibzada, Rawalpindi
Abdullah Nizamani, Karachi
Khalid Baloch, Balochistan
Syed Sagqlain Babar, Multan
Maria Ahmad, Karachi
Muhammad Oves Anwar, Islamabad
Salman Ahmad Maan - Lahore
Ahmed Shoaib Atta- Lahore
Moniza Kakar, Karachi
Meher Jamy, Islamabad
Khalid Mairaj Khosa,Quetta
Shumaila Shahani, Karachi
Haider Hayat, Punjab Bar Council
Shmyla Khan, Lahore
Nauman Igbal, Lahore
Barrister Pirzada M.Aurang Zaib, Lahore
Imran Khan, Islamabad
Hiba Fatima Hassan, Karachi
Saima kanwal Multan
Nadia shabir ahmad
Khalid Khan, Peshawar
Sumaira Hashmi Multan
Afrasiyab Bungush Multan
Umer Akram Chaudhry Lahore
M Sadiqg khan Adv loralai Balochistan
Shabir Baloch ASC Gwadar Balochistan
Abu Muhammad Azfar,advocate high court, Punjab
Sahib khgti Adv Dera Bugti Balochistan
Hazrat Khan Kakar Adv Qila saifullah Balochistan
Wali Mandokhail Adv Zobe Balochistan
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar, advocate high court, Islamabad
Barrister Haris Ishtiaq, Lahore
Mahnoor Ahmed, Lahore
Barrister Salman Afridi, Islamabad
S. Hassan M. Abidi, Karachi
Maria Tahir, Lahore
Saad Amir, Lahore
Abdullah Noor, Islamabad
Hamza Azmat Khan, Islamabad
Malik Asfandyar Khan, Islamabad
Rustam Kiani, Islamabad
Rahma Khan, Islamabad

227. Muhammad Saad, Islamabad
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Chaudhry Sajid-ur-Rehman, Islamabad
Tayyab Ud Din Abbasi, Islamabad
Azeem Armaghan, Islamabad

Mian Hassan, Islamabad

Momin Ali Khan, Islamabad

Uzair Jamil Kayani, Lahore

Mohammad Jibran Nasir, Karachi

Danish Ahmed Khan, Karachi

Minabhil Ali, Advocate High Court, Islamabad
Barrister Sehr Asif, Islamabad

Barrister Danyal ljaz Chadhar ASC Lahore Bar
Shaigan ljaz Chadhar ASC Lahore Bar
Mian Imran Akram Baitu AHC Lahore Bar
Sheikh Liagat Ali AHC Lahore Bar

Amjad Qayyum Baloch AHC Lahore Bar
Mian Muhammad Yasir AHC Lahore Bar
Asad Irshad Lidhar AHC Lahore Bar
Aqgeel Akram AHC Lahore Bar

Irfan Khokhar AHC Lahore Bar

Abbas Lidhar AHC Lahore Bar

Tajamal Riaz Bosal AHC Lahore Bar
Mohsin Raza AHC Lahore Bar

Zeeshan Ghani AHC Lahore Bar

Rai Mudassar Zahoor Kharal AHC Lahore Bar
Mian Taugeer AHC Lahore Bar

Mian Zaheer AHC Lahore Bar

Zuriat Fatima AHC Lahore Bar

Rabiya Saleem AHC Lahore Bar.

Hassan Ali Sheikh, Islamabad
Muhammad Arsalan Hussain Advocate, Karachi
Agsa Zahid Multan

Tajamul Hussain Shah Bukhari Multan
Rana MUhammad Suchar Lahore
Summaiya Zaidi, Karachi

Rai Sanwal Abid Lahore Bar.

Abdul Basit Maneka Lahore Bar.

Masab Ahmed Khan Lahore Bair.

Rao Shereyar khan Lahore Bar.

Muaaz Sipra Lahore Bar.

Umar Ahmad Sheikh Lahore Bar.

Sohaib Ahmed Lahore Bar.

Rao Faran Irshaad Lahore Bar.

Ali Raza Jhoja Lahore Bar.

Amber Lakhani, Karachi



272.
273.
274.
275.
276.
277.
278.
279.
280.
281.
282.
283.
284.
285.
286.
287.
288.
289.
290.
291.
292.
293.
204,
205.
296.
207.
298.
299.
300.
301.
302.

303.

304.

305.
306.
307.
308.
309.
310.

Barrister Hamid Azim Leghari, Lahore

Aiyan Tariq Bhutta, Lahore

Sabee ul Hassan, Islamabad

Mustafa Khan, Lahore

Barrister Jannat Ali Kalyar

Ehsaan Qazi, Islamabad

Sara Rubab, Islamabad

Ch. Usama Tariq, Islamabad

Ataullah Kundi, ASC, Supreme Court Bar
Rana Javed Igbal, Punjab Bar Council
Zeeshaan Zafar Hashmi, Lahore/lslamabad
Shazeb Nawaz Khan, Islamabad.

Syed Sabee ul Hassan

Ali Nawaz Kharal, ASC, Islamabad

Ahmed Aslam Chaudhry, Islamabad

Roha Tahir Ghauri

Barrister M.Abubakar, Lahore, LHBA

Minahil Asghar, Lahore

Muhammad Farhan, Lahore

Bibi Tayyaba Kakar, Quetta.

Ramsha Banuri, Islamabad

Angbeen Atif Mirza, Lahore

Tahir Hussain Anchan (AHC), Secretary General, Gilgit Baltistan Lawyers Forum
Musaddiq Aziz Khattak, Islamabad Bar Association
Sidra Ishaq (AHC), Islamabad Bar Association
Abdul Rafay Siddiqui (AHC), Islamabad

Faisal Khan, ASC

Aaminah Qadir, Lahore Bar

Riffat Zahra, Multan

Qasim Imran Ali, Lahore

Hasan Pervaiz, Lahore

Zara Shahid, Lahore

Barrister Pirzada Mohammad Aurangzeb, Lahore
Nida Aly, Lahore

Silal Khan, Islamabad

Hassan Abdullah Niazi, Lahore

Nida Usman, Lahore

Aftab Khan Sithari, Multan

Tahmasp Rasheed Razvi, Karachi

311. Sameer Tayebaly, Karachi

312.
313.
314.
315.

Ch. Ali ljaz (AHC) Rawalpindi
Ch Amad Tahir AHC Lahore

Maleeka Bokhari, Islamabad
Waleed Ahmad, Islamabad
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Ali Hussain Gilani, Lahore

Adv Jalila Haider, Balochistan

Hifsa Sulaman, Islamabad

Qubra Ali, Karachi.

Nida Jaffery, Karachi

Zahid Ali Sahito, Karachi

Ahmer Jamil Khan, Karachi

Bilal Tahir, Lahore

Tanveer Ahmed, Karachi

Rafae Naguib Saigal, Lahore

M. Usama Rauf, Islamabad327. Salman Abbas, Islamabad
Saeedudin, Sargodha

Barrister Osama Zafar, Lahore

Asad Naveed Hashmi - Faisalabad / Lahore

Prof Ahmad Ali Khan, Islamabad Bar

Ali Gohar Durrani, Peshawar High Court Bar Association
Saima Anjum advocate, Karachi

Arbaz Ahmed Yar Khan, Karachi

Adnan Ahmed Zafar, Karachi, SHCBA

Shahiryar Ali Daud AHC, Karachi

Danish Aftab, Islamabad

Muhammad Ali Raza ASC, Islamabad

Asad Jamal, Advocate High Court340. Muhammad Hammad, Lahore
Mayhar Kazi, Karachi

Shaheer Saleem Memon, Karachi

Osama Khalil, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council
Suhaib Ahmad AHC, Mandi Bahauddin Barrister Junaid Jahangir, Islamabad
Ali Raza Khaskheli, AHC, Karachi

Nimra Arshad, Lahore

Hunnain Yaseen Junejo, Karachi

Barrister Mian Belal Ahmad, Lahore

Muhammad Amijid Afaq, Dera Ismail Khan

Fahd Asghar Khan, Rawalpindi

Nighat Dad, Advocate High Court

Barrister Ali Abid Zuberi, Karachi

Imran Munwar Mahar, Advocate, Karachi

Civil society endorsements

1.

Public Interest Law Association of Pakistan

2. Afrasiab Khattak
3. Khushal Khattak
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Bushra Gohar

Farieha Aziz

Maham Ali

Zia Imran

Bilal Farooqi, journalist
Usama Khilji

. Kamil Hamid

. Luke Victor

. A. H. Nayyar

. Asad Ali Toor, Journalist

. Khushbakht Sohail

. Wisal Ahmad, FCCA

. Memoona Sattar, Journalist
. Israr Ahmed, Journalist

18.

Ahmad Warraich, Journalist

19. Adeeb Syed, Journalist

20.
21.
22.
23.

Engr. Arshad Naeem Chaudhry Kuwait
Jaano Pakistan - a legal awareness initiative
Omer Jawed Ghani

Tahira Abdullah
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